
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA 

 

Tuesday, August 20, 2024  
6:00 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

 
II. INVOCATION Councilmember Witt-McMahan 

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
IV. ROLL CALL          

 
V.      APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
a.) Tuesday, July 16, 2024 – Regular Meeting 

 

b.) Monday, July 29, 2024 – Called Meeting 
 

c.) Thursday, August 1, 2024 – Called Meeting 
 
   

VI. COMMUNICATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 

a.) Proclamation – TWU Bulldogs men’s baseball  
 

b.) Proclamation – Carmine Gallo 
 

c.) Proclamation – Breylin Hagerty  
 

d.) Proclamation – Anniemaye Johnson 
 

e.) Proclamation – Titus Millsaps 
 

 
 
VII. CITIZENS COMMENTS 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

(1 – 4) 

(5 – 6) 

(7 – 8) 
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VIII. CONSENT AGENDA  
 

a.) Approve Resolution 2024-18  
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE, TO PARTICIPATE  
IN  THE  PUBLIC ENTITY PARTNERS’ 2024-2025 PROPERTY CONSERVATION 
MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM. 
 

b.) Approve Resolution 2024-19 
  A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A WRECKER/TOW SCHEDULE FOR LOCAL   
               WRECKER/TOWING SERVICE PROVIDERS IN THE CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE 
 

c.) Approve joint application for BlueCross Healthy Places grant with Tennessee 
Wesleyan University. (RESOLUTION NO. 2024-15) 
 

d.) Approve $30,000 contribution for the joint funding of McMinn County 
Tourism Director. 
 

e.) Approve purchase of replacement generator and transfer switch utilizing 
Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing pricing.  

f.) Accept bid from TMA Services for janitorial services at City Hall, Public 
Works, and Animal Shelter, effective October 1, 2024.  
 

g.) Approve surplus of Fire & Police Kenwood radios and other unneeded 
equipment for the VHF radio system and allow the City Manager to 
determine the appropriate option for selling the items. 
 

h.) Approve surplus of accumulated property by the police department and 
allow disposal of all items. 
 

i.) Approve $3,200 amendment to the CTI task in the contract with Stantec 
 

j.) Reappoint Wesley Kite to Board of Zoning Appeals  
 

k.) Reappoint Dr. Elizabeth Ruleman to Friendly City Sister Cities Committee 
 

l.) Reappoint Mary Scudder to the Recreation Advisory Board 
 

m.) Reappoint Richy Huston to the Board of Adjustment and Appeals 
 

n.) Reappoint Robert (Bob) Miller to the Recreation Advisory Board  
 

o.) Appoint Jason Miller as an alternate to the Board of Adjustments and Appeals   
 
 

IX. ORDINANCES 
 

a.) First Reading: ORDINANCE NO. 1132 
AN ORDINANCE TO UPDATE THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 
PLAN, DEVISE RULES AND REGULATIONS, AND TO PROVIDE FOR A SAFETY DIRECTOR 
AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH PROGRAM PLAN FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE 
CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE 
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X. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a.) Contingent upon receiving maintenance bond from Athens Insurance 
Resolution 2024-20  
A RESOLUTION CONCERNING ALL STREETS LOCATED IN SKY RIDGE ESTATES 
SUBDIVISION BUILT TO CITY STANDARDS INCLUDING EXTENSIONS OF VALLY DRIVE 
AND HOUSLEY DRIVE AND NAME TWO NEW STREETS ‘SKYRIDGE DRIVE AND RIDGE 
ESTATES DRIVE’ AND ACCEPTING SAID STREETS INTO THE STREET SYSTEM OF THE 
CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE. 

 
 

XII. REPORTS 
 
 

a.) Finance Department Report: presented by Director of Finance, Mike Keith 
 

b.) Fire Department Report: presented by Fire Chief, Brandon Ainsworth 
 

c.) Police Department Report: presented by Police Chief, Fred Schultz 
 
 
XIII. REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

(9 – 18) 



ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

July 16, 2024 

The Athens City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, July 16, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Athens City Hall Council Chambers with Vice Mayor Eaton presiding. Councilmember Curtis gave 
the invocation. Councilmember Pelley led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Upon roll call, the following members were present: 

Curtis, Pelley, Eaton 
Absent: Witt-McMahan, Sherlin 

The following decisions were made and ordered made a part of the records of the Athens City Council. 

- 1 -
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilmember Curtis moved to approve all three (3) session minutes: (corrected March 19, 
2024 - regular meeting; June 18, 2024 - regular meeting; and June 25, 2024 - called meeting); 
Councilmember Pelley seconded. Minutes approved.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Pelley, Eaton 
NAYS: None 

- 2 -
COMMUNICATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Vice Mayor Eaton acknowledged the students who are visiting our city through the Friendly City 
Sister Cities program. Vice Mayor Eaton thanked Denso for sponsoring an event for the 
students at Trinity Methodist Church.  

Councilmember Curtis read the letter of appreciation, from the McMinn County Education 
Foundation, for the donation given by the City of Athens.  

- 3 -
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

Four (4) individuals addressed the City Council. The donation of the pipe from Selective 
Structures, LLC., opinion/recommendation for changes to the Council Advisory Committee and 
needed tree trimming in some areas of the city were the topics discussed by the citizens. 
Councilmember Pelley stood and announced a point of personal privilege; Vice Mayor Eaton 
denied. Councilmember Pelley moved to challenge the Chair; no second. 
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- 4 -
CONSENT AGENDA 

Vice Mayor Eaton advised the recording clerk to read the following items into the record: 

a.) Approve use of Market Park Pavilion for the Hiking for Healing fundraising 
event. 

b.) Approve “Software and Service Agreement” with DataDriven, LLC and purchase 
of the new RMS software system. 

c.) Approve Resolution No. 2024-14: A resolution authorizing the City of Athens to 
participate in the Public Entity Partners 2024-2025 “Safety Partners” matching 
grant program. 

d.) Approve Resolution No. 2024-15: A resolution authorizing the City of Athens to 
participate in the BlueCross Healthy Places Grant. 

e.) Approve Resolution No. 2024-16: A resolution authorizing the City of Athens to 
participate in the Tourism Enhancement Grant.  

f.) Approve Resolution No. 2024-17: A resolution authorizing the City of Athens to 
participate in the Tourism Marketing Grant. 

Councilmember Curtis moved to approve all items as read; Vice Mayor Eaton seconded. No 
discussion. Motion approved.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Pelley, Eaton 
NAYS: None 

- 5 -
ORDINANCES 

Second Reading: ORDINANCE NO. 1129: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ‘THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE, SO AS TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REZONE 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED ON YOUNG STREET FROM B-2 (CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT) TO R-2 
(MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) SAID AREA BEING LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE. 

Vice Mayor Eaton opened the public hearing. There being no one wishing to speak, the public 
hearing was closed.  

Councilmember Curtis moved to approve Ordinance No. 1129; Vice Mayor Eaton seconded. 
No discussion. Motion approved.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Pelley, Eaton 
NAYS: None 

2



- 6 -
Second Reading: ORDINANCE NO. 1130: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ‘THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE, SO AS TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REZONE 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED ON YOUNG STREET FROM B-2 (CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT) TO R-2 
(MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) SAID AREA BEING LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE. 

Vice Mayor Eaton opened the public hearing. There being no one wishing to speak, the public 
hearing was closed.  

Councilmember Curtis moved to approve Ordinance No. 1130; Vice Mayor Eaton seconded. 
No discussion. Motion approved.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Pelley, Eaton 
NAYS: None 

- 7 -
Second Reading: ORDINANCE NO. 1131: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ‘THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE, SO AS TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REZONE 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED ON WEST MADISON AVENUE FROM R-E (RESIDENTIAL ESTATE DISTRICT) 
TO R-3 (HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) SAID AREA BEING LOCATED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF ATHENS, TENNESSEE. 

Vice Mayor Eaton opened the public hearing. There being no one wishing to speak, the public 
hearing was closed. 

Councilmember Curtis moved to approve Ordinance No. 1131; Vice Mayor Eaton seconded. 
No discussion. Motion approved.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Pelley, Eaton 
NAYS: None 

- 8 -
OLD BUSINESS 

- 9 -
NEW BUSINESS 
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- 10 -
REPORTS 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORT 

Director of Community Development, Anthony Casteel, presented the Report for the second 
quarter of 2024. The report was accepted as presented.  

- 11 -

FINANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Finance director, Mike Keith, presented the Finance Report for June 2024. The report was 
accepted as presented. 

- 12 -

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Fire Chief, Brandon Ainsworth, presented the Fire Department Report for June 2024. The report 
was accepted as presented.  

- 13 -

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Police Chief, Fred Schultz, presented the Police Department Report for June 2024. The report 
was accepted as presented.  

- 14 -
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

Interim City Manager, Mitchell Moore, voiced his appreciation and acknowledged the 
importance of having competent staff that effectively do the jobs that they are directed to do. 

- 15 -
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

STEVEN S. SHERLIN, Mayor 

MITCHELL B. MOORE, Interim City Manager 
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ATHENS CITY COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF CALLED MEETING 

July 29, 2024 
 

The Athens City Council met in called session on Monday, July 29, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. with Mayor Sherlin 
presiding.  The following members were present: 
 

Curtis, Witt-McMahan (virtually), Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 
  

The following decision was made and ordered made a part of the records of the Athens City Council. 
 

The purpose of the meeting, as issued in the “Public Notice of Called Meeting” dated July 21, 2024, was 
made a part of these minutes: 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CALLED MEETING 
OF THE 

ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all residents of Athens, Tennessee, and to all persons interested, that a 
called meeting of the Athens City Council will be held at the Athens Municipal Building (Burkett Witt 
Council Chambers) located at 815 North Jackson Street, Athens, Tennessee, commencing at 8:00 a.m. 
on Monday, July 29, 2024.  
 

The purpose of this meeting is to:  
 

1. Interviewing candidates for the position of City Manager. 
 

a. No votes or deliberation will take place at the meeting. 
 

 
/s/ _______________________________ 

 Steven S. Sherlin, Mayor 
 

- 1 - 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 
- 2 - 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Interview candidates for the position of city manager. 
 

a.) Scott Meszaros  
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
 

b.) Randy Dowling  
9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 

c.) Randy Robertson  
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

d.) Mark Tynee  
11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
 
 

e.) Blaine Oborne  
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
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No votes or deliberation. All council members submitted each of the candidate’s scoresheet to  
Municipal Technical Advisory Service management consultant, Honna Rogers.  

 
- 3 - 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:00 p.m. 
 

 
       
       

                              STEVEN S. SHERLIN, Mayor 
 
       
MITCHELL B. MOORE, Interim City Manager 
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ATHENS CITY COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF CALLED MEETING 

August 1, 2024 
 

The Athens City Council met in a called session on Thursday, August 1, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. with Mayor 
Sherlin presiding. Councilmember Curtis gave the invocation. Councilmember Witt-McMahan led 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Upon roll call, the following members were present: 
 

Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 
  
The following decision was made and ordered made a part of the records of the Athens City Council. 
 
The purpose of the meeting, as issued in the “Public Notice of Called Meeting” dated July 27, 2024, 
was made a part of these minutes: 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CALLED MEETING 

OF THE 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all residents of Athens, Tennessee, and to all persons interested, that a 
called meeting of the Athens City Council will be held at the Athens Municipal Building (Burkett Witt 
Council Chambers) located at 815 North Jackson Street, Athens, Tennessee, commencing at 3:00 
p.m. on Thursday, August 1, 2024.  
 

The purpose of this meeting is to:  
 

1. Discuss the interviews of the 5 candidates for the position of City Manager. 
 

2. Select the top two candidates for future interviews. 
 

3. Discuss, authorize and approve any and all matters related to the hiring of a City Manager. 
 
 

/s/________________________ 
 Steven S. Sherlin, Mayor 

 
 

- 1 - 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 
- 2 - 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Discuss the interviews of the five (5) candidates for the position of City Manager. 
 

The Municipal Technical Advisory Service (MTAS) calculated the scores based on their scoring 
combined with each council member’s scoring.  
 

Scoring results:  
1. Randy Robertson 
2. Randall Dowling 
3. Scott Meszaros 
4. Mark Tynee 
5. Blaine Oborne 

 
- 3 - 

Select the top two (2) three (3) candidates for future interviews. 
 
Vice Mayor Eaton moved to amend agenda item by removing two (2) and replacing it with three 
(3); Councilmember Curtis seconded. Vice Mayor Eaton is in favor of having a third candidate. 
Councilmember Pelley is not in favor of a third candidate. Mayor Sherlin is not against three (3) 
interviews but feels that two (2) interviews would be sufficient. Motion approved. 
 

Roll call vote: 
  AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Eaton 
  NAYS: Pelley, Sherlin 
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- 4 -
Councilmember Curtis moved to bring in the top 3 based on their interview scores; Vice Mayor 
Eaton seconded.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 

- 5 -
Discuss, authorize and approve any and all matters related to the hiring of a City Manager. 

Councilmember Pelley moved to pay for travel expenses for each of the three (3) candidates being 
interviewed; Councilmember Witt-McMahan Seconded. No discussion. Motion approved. 

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 
NAYS: 

- 6 -
Vice Mayor Eaton moved to interview all three (3) candidates on the same day; Councilmember 
Witt-McMahan seconded. Discussion included Councilmember Pelley speaking against the motion. 
He would like to have only one candidate per day.  

Vice Mayor Eaton withdraws motion. 

Vice Mayor Eaton moved to interview all three (3) candidates on the same day with in-person 
interviews conducted by each council member for up to an hour each. The candidates will have 
lunch with the Interim City Manager, take a guided tour of the city, and attend a citizen and staff 
meet and greet; Councilmember Curtis seconded. No Discussion. Motion approved. 

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Eaton, Sherlin 
NAYS: Pelley 

-7-
Councilmember Curtis moved to discuss hiring a City Manager at the regular meeting on August 
20, 2024; Councilmember Witt-McMahan seconded. Motion approved. 

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 
NAYS:  

- 8 -
Councilmember Witt-McMahan moved to use the employment agreement presented to council; 
Councilmember Curtis seconded.  

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 
NAYS:  

- 9 -
ADJOURNMENT 

Vice Mayor Eaton moved to adjourn; Councilmember Witt-McMahan seconded. The meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 4:00 p.m. 

Roll call vote: 
AYES: Curtis, Witt-McMahan, Pelley, Eaton, Sherlin 
NAYS:  

  STEVEN S. SHERLIN, Mayor 

MITCHELL B. MOORE, Interim City Manager 
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